Notes on the Work of the Teen Pregnancy Committee

Members:  Julie Sursa, Gene Black, Dee Reed, Yolanda Garcia, Brenda Bishop, Jessie Robinson

Interrelationship Diagraph on Teen Pregnancy:

Identified Causes of Teen Pregnancy

· Intercourse

· Family relationship

· Self-esteem

· Boys

· Immediate gratification

· Parental relations

· Support systems

· Community denial

· Lack of cohesiveness

· General education

· Lack of future – hopelessness

· Acceptable norms

· Developmental age

· Spiritual beliefs

· Substance abuse

· Poverty

· Mothering needs

· Lack of attachment

· Media influence

· Change in values

· Lack of things to do

· Cultural

· Sexuality education

Key Drivers:

· Media

· Culture

· Change of Values

Key Effects:

· Child Development

· Self-esteem

· Substance Abuse

It was decided to break into three groups, diagraph the three key drivers, and bring the results back to the group.

Interrelationship Diagraph on Change of Values and Acceptable Norms surrounding Teen Pregnancy:

Identified Causes:

· Change in family structure – deteriorating

· Parents not teaching values – generational

· Television and music media

· Lawsuits (afraid to do the responsible thing)

· Change in school discipline

· Internet (small world)

· “Keeping up with the Joneses”

· Instant gratification

· Lack of community

· Lack of empathy for others

· Change in parenting style – more liberal

Key Drivers:

· Media
·  Instant Gratification
·  Family Structure
Key Effects:

·  School discipline

· Fear of Lawsuits 

·  Parenting styles


Interrelationship Diagraph on Media around Teens in General

· TV Shows – Content
· Movies
· Video/PC games
· Internet
· Music
· Music Video
· Advertising
· Magazines
· Billboards
· TV News
· Newspaper/Admart
· Internet monitoring
· Models/Fashion
· Access to Media
· Family Values around Media
· Lack of awareness of influence
· Media literacy
· Sports role models
· Positive messages
· Ads inside shows
· Peer Influence
· School accept money to advertise
Key Drivers:

· Advertising $$
· Lack of Awareness
· Media Content
Key Effects:

· Access
· Family values
· Peer influence
· Immediate gratification


Interrelationship Diagraph on Cultural Influences on Teen Pregnancy

· Not communicate effectively because don’t understand diversity.  Lack of HOW to.
· Types of cultures
· Hispanic
· Catholic
· Poor
· Religion
· Socio-economics
· Rural
· Youth
· Education Level
· Gang culture
· Cowboys
· Teen social groups:  nerds, druggies, losers, preppy
· Wards of state
· Single mother
· Not a bad thing to be teen and pregnant
· Responsibility
· Lack of cultural sensitivity
· Encourage young parents
· Single mothering
· Sinfulness of contraception
The committee met again (6/16) and revisited this list:

· Male rite – dadhood (gay)
· Female rite – give birth
· Gain value by becoming a mom

· Don’t talk about it

· Invincibility

· Adult insensitivity to teens

· Males – manhood

· Females – birth

· Not a bad thing to be a teen parent

· Value of future goals

Key Drivers:

· Invincibility 

·  Adult insensitivity to teens

·  Don’t talk

·  Lack of future goals

Key Effects:

·  Teen Parenting not a bad thing

·  Females looking for value

·  Males proving manhood
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